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RALPH PRIMO, FIRST PRESIDENT OF
THE NWNA, TALKS ABOUT OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD.

By Joan Winters—NWNA Secretary

Ralph and Celia moved into their house on Butler Avenue in
1960 where they raised their three children. "Longevity” comes
to mind with these two lovely people. Not only have they lived
here in North Westdale for 55 years, they have been married for
63 years, and are the proud owners of Primo's Donuts in our
community, with its 60 anniversary coming up next year.
Ralph Primo was the first president of the North Westdale
MNeighborhood Association from 1981 to 1983, It started as a
neighborhood watch that Ralph organized due to a crime spike
in the community. Just one month in 1980, six homes were Celia and Ralph Primo
broken into on Ralph's block alone. Phato by Martin Rubin

Other streets in the neighborhood were also experiencing erime, and one neighbor was abducted and raped. At the time
there was only one police car covering a wide area. Ralph said some fathers were patrolling some streets with baseball bats,
but he was happy when they switched to flashlights! Crime-watch meetings were held in Richland School Auditorium and
were well-attended by the community and crime went down. Ralph and his wife Celia attribute the crime spike to
development in the area, including Hughes supermarket and the 405 freeway (where a quick escape could be made).

Recently I met with Celia and Ralph Primo and their son Ralph Jr. in their acclaimed donut shop on Sawtelle Blvd. The
conversation was a history lesson of this community from their perspective. They continue to operate the shop, which has
had three generations of Primos involved. They have described it as one of the few mom-and-pop businesses around here
now, and the business is still booming. Wearing a crisp white apron, Ralph, who has just turned 85, said, “This place 1s our
little gold mine. It has helped send our three kids to college and it’s helped our businesses.” They recall how in the 1950s
through the 1970s there were other mom-and-pop businesses here in North Westdale. A few of you might remember some,
such as Ward's Hardware and K's ( Klein's) Delicatessen, both on National. The Primos also owned a successful Mexican
restaurant for five years, Casa Primo, which was tucked away on the back lot of the Union 76 gas station near their donut
shop. However, Union Qil would not renew their lease. Ralph said, “Union Oil had other plans.”

They recalled the celery fields where Ralph's (supermarket) i1s now, and the corn ficlds from Sawtelle to Sepulveda, before
the 405 freeway was there, Their son, Ralph, Ir., deseribes life in North Westdale when he was a child, as having a
"Mayberry-feel; a small-town feel” to it. Their windows could be left open. He and his friends would pitch tents in their
front yard and camp out all night, and the neighborhood children would congregate at the Primo's house. Ralph said they
were the first Mexican family in their neighborhood, and that this neighborhood was a melting pot of races. Their son said he
had friends of all races and they had a great time playing and riding their bikes. Activities revolved around Mar Vista Park
where Ralph Sr. coached Little League. He was also the scoutmaster for the Westdale Scout Troop. Celia also had many
interests besides working in their businesses . She was involved in the PTA and she worked as an interpreter at UCLA,
among other activitics.

An interesting fact: in the early 1960s, the Primo's joined in with four neighborhood families in a successful lawsuit
against the City of Santa Monica because of the airport. It was later overturned. When asked about other changes in our
neighborhood, Ralph said he really misses a large local student enrollment at Richland and Daniel Webster Middle School.
He also finds, like many of us, the speeding, cut-through traffic and drivers going through stop signs in our neighborhood to
be an irritant.

Ralph has been an active businessman, at one time in real estate investment properties, a restaurateur, and a stock broker.
He and Celia are proud of their successful children and their life in this community.

The Primos describe their life here as establishing the American Dream.
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NEXT NWNA MEETING

Wednesday, December 9%, 7:00 PM
Saint Andrew's Lutheran Church - 11555 National Blvd., L.A. 90064 (Federal and National)

NWNA CRIMES FROM AUGUST 15 - OCTOBER 28, 2015
FROM CrimeMapping.com - National Map CoMpILED BY MARTIN RUBIN
ALL ADDRESS INFORMATION IS GENERALIZED BY BLOCK IN ORDER TO HELP ENSURE PRIVACY IS PROTECTED.

THEFT/LARCENY
Date: 8/25/2015 4:00 PM Location: 2800 BUTLER AV Description: THEFT-GRAND (plain theft-grand) $950.01 & over

Date: 9/25/2015 10:00 AM Location: 11300 NATIONAL BL Description: THEFT - PETTY (plain theft-petty) (3950 & un-
der)

VEHICLE BREAK-IN/THEFT

Date: 8/31/2015 10:00 PM Location: 2700 COLBY AV Description: BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE

Date: 9/7/2015 1:30 AM Location: 11400 NATIOMAL BL Description: THEFT FROM VEHICLE - PETTY ($950 & under)
Date: 9/18/2015 6:20 AM Location: 11600 NATIONAL BL Description: BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE

Date: 10/5/2015 4:30 PM Location: 2800 BURKSHIRE AV Description: THEFT FROM VEHICLE - PETTY ($850 & under)
Date: 10/26/2015 8:55 PM Location: 2800 SAWTELLE BL Description: THEFT FROM VEHICLE - GRAND ($950.01 &
over)

Burglary

Date: 9/12/2015 4:30 AM Location: 2800 SAWTELLE BL Description: BURGLARY
Date: 10/2/2015 9:30 AM Location: 2700 CEILHUNT AV Description: BURGLARY
Date: 10/3/2015 5:30 AM Location: 11400 NATIONAL BL Description: BURGLARY
Date: 10/9/2015 9:00 AM Location: 2600 COLBY AV Description: BURGLARY

Motor Vehicle Theft

Date: 9/19/2015 2:00 PM Location: 2800 SAWTELLE BL Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN
Date: 9/22/2015 9:00 PM Location: 2500 COLBY AV Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN

Date: 9/22/2015 10:00 PM Location: 2800 SAWTELLE BL Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN
Date: 9/30/2015 8:00 AM Location: 11200 BROOKHAVEN AV Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN
Date: 10/7/2015 12:00 PM Location: 2500 S CENTINELA AV Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN
Date: 10/19/2015 10:00 PM Location: 11200 GRAHAM PL Description: VEHICLE, STOLEN

IGHBORG Pacific Area Senior Lead Officer - Adrian D. Acosta
- 2 37285@lapd.lacity.org - 310.622.3973
é Visit: NWNA.com for links to: “L.A.P.D Crime Statistics"
And to "5 Points of Contact” for Pacific Police Division
I WATCH Anti-Graffiti Request System http://anti-graffiti.lacity.org/ L |
]’h'(r;? Ereen:d Also check out the MyLA31] app for a vanety of City Services. AI;" !
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on eco-frisndly paper stock. http://lacityv.org/MyLA311/index.htm
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President’s Report by NWNA President Martin Rubin
martinrubin@earthlink.net 310.479.2529

Hi Neighbors,

It is encouraging to see new faces popping up and being interested at our meetings, but more
neighbors should attend our general meetings at Saint Andrew's. A lot of work goes into arranging
having special speakers. Our two speakers at the October meeting supplied valuable information and
answered our questions. Our first speaker, So Cal Gas Public Affairs Manager Mike Harriel, gave a very
informative talk about the new advanced gas meters being installed. He spoke about the differences
between meters located at the curb and those located by the home, and answered many questions. At
7:45 PM, our approximately 15 neighbors who attended were then treated to an excellent informational
lecture by Paula Henson of Terra Bella Water on water usage and the current drought situation. She
covered important things we should be aware of as we change from grass lawns to other landscape
options. To prevent trees from dying, it is important to keep watering them at the canopy drip line.
Everyone who changed or plans to replace their grass lawns would certainly have benefited by hearing
Paula speak. | plan to take advantage of her offer to speak about soil at a future meeting. Thank you to
both speakers. The meeting ended about §:30 PM.

| am hopeful that we will see some relief in the not too distant future from Santa Monica Airport 's
negative impacts. For a fourth time, the FAA has delayed giving their opinion about legal iIssues
regarding the City of Santa Monica's rights. Santa Monica is considering their options. Several residents
from North Westdale attended the October 27" SM City Council meeting to speak and hear the Council
deliberate on a first-ever agenda item focused solely on airport emissions. |, your VP Virginia Ernst and
the others all stayed past 1:00 AM. Our own singer-songwriter Carolyn Goldman used her two minutes
of comment time to sing part of "Ode to Breathing", the song she wrote about the airport. She sang the
full version at our Fall Block Party.

The Treasurer's report for last year is posted on the NWNA website.

| wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving, and as always | encourage everyone to get involved.
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Annual Dues Time ('n j Bt ] or PayPal

Thank you to all who have already contributed!
Please help our neighborhood association by making out a $15 (or more) check payable to "NWNA"; mail to:
NWNA, P.O. Box 642522, L.A_, CA 90064. You can also use the PAYPAL button on our website, www.northwestdale.com.
NWNA expenses include printing our monthly newsletters, rental of our meeting hall and special-meeting refreshments,
website hosting, post office box rental, events like our Fall Block Party, and other expenses.
Whether you own or rent, please invest in our neighborhood. Thank you in advance.

The North Westdale Neighborhood Association
Is in Zone 2 of the
Mar Vista Community Council.
. MARUVI STA
ar Is a FARMERS' MARKET
COMMUNITYCOUNCIL Sundays 9 am - 2 pm
Grand View @ Venice Blvd
For More Information, Visit: www.MarVistaFarmersMarket.org
www.MarVista.org
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2918 Sawtelle Bivd. Los Angeles,
(310) 478-6930

Nothing Fancy

A Just the Best Donuts

'/» 71\ in L.A. since 1956

VDONUIES ;

e R e
= A e A

www.primosdonuts.com
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THANKS

FOR # '
MAKING US _

2012, 2013 & 2014

CONTACT US FOR'MLS STATISTICS

JUST LISTED IN WEST LOS ANGELES
2525 FEDERAL AVE. LOS ANGELES, CA 90064

CONTACT US TODAY
FOR A FREE

LIST PRICE $1,049,000

EVALUATION

OF YOUR HOME!

SHERRI NOEL

310.994.8721
WWW.THENOELTEAM.NET _
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Neal Donner, Ph.D.

i Violin Teacher
: Suzuki Method
From age 5 through high school

30 years in North Westdale

(310) 477- 6462
nealdonner@verizon.net

Westdale Laundromat
12137 National Blvd [==F==4=

” &

a ¥ty L. A, CA 90064 k§
(310) 473-8074 R\

Current Ownership Since 1987
Clean and Reliable

Free Parking

Fluff ‘n Fold

Richard B. Page

Certified Public Accountant R)\Mf
Tax (MT, JD) Return Preparation _

OUCRT W WHELL
Cariied Public Arcountant, ing

2800 28th Street, Suite 208
Santa Monica, CA 90405

tel: (310) 450-8875 fax: (310) 450-8876
email: richard@rwwcpa.com web: wwcpa.com

310-397-9493 310-837-9813

Dave Blair Plumbing

Service « Repair « Remodel
Rooter Service » Water Heaters « Tankless Heaters
Wall & Floor Furnace Repair « Repipe Specialist

35 Years Experience 24 Hour Emergency Service
Licensed « Bonded « Insured ~ All Work Guaranteed

State Contractor's License: 693242

ADVERTISEMENTS
To inquire call 310-479-2529 or email: martinrubin@earthlink.net

December, 2015 Newsletter - Deadline: November 232




